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THE

WORKING MEN'S COLLEGE

31, RED LION SQUARE, LONDON.

As more than a year has now passed since the opening

of the Working Men's College, we wish to give some

account of our intentions and of our doings.

The founders of Mechanics' Institutes asserted the im-

portant maxim, that adult education is as necessary for the

working classes of England as infant education. Their

experience has established the truth of their doctrine.

They have effected much directly ; they have effected even

more indirectly, by showing what education Mechanics

need—what they have not been able to supply.

The working people have complained of them on these

grounds :—First, that they are chiefly frequented by those

who are not Mechanics; second, that there is a want of any

strong corporate feeling in the members of them ; thirdly,

that the teaching, however excellent, is desultory and not

continuous ; fourthly, that for good reasons it has been found

necessary not to include in this teaching some of the sub-

jects which are most interesting to Englishmen generally,

and to Mechanics particularly.
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The Working Men's College was undertaken in the

belief that Mechanics' Institutes have a valuable work of

their own, but that the time had Gome when an experiment

of a different kind might be made. Without considering it

possible or desirable to determine who do or do not fall

within the class of Working Men, we have invited all who

bear that name, or are willing to be associates with those

who bear it, to join our College. By adopting this title,

we have pledged ourselves to meet our students not only as

students, but as men ; we have declared that we think them

capable of working with their books in the evening as they

work with their tools in the morning, steadily and regu-

larly. We have laid ourselves under the obligation of

offering instruction in politics and theology as well as in

physical sciences, though we leave our pupils free to choose

which of our lessons they shall frequent, which they shall

reject.

Many of our anticipations have been belied or modified

by our first year's experience ; but everything which has

happened has strengthened us in the conviction that our

fundamental principles are sound, and that if we act upon

them consistently, the working people will feel their truth

more and more. Our pupils have met us freely and cor-

dially ; their diligence has been greater than, we believe,

we should have met with in any other class ; they have

not lounged at lectures, but taken part in lessons; generally

they have preferred the subjects which demand most thought

and most application.

The number of pupils in attendance on classes during the

first year was, for each of the four terms respectively, 145,

155, 158, 174. The number for the term just concluded

has been 233. The programme of the lessons for the

coming term, sent herewith, will explain our general course.



The following table shows the number in attendance on

each class during each of the five terms :

—

Table sliowing the Attendance on the various Classes.

CLASSES.

Politics

Law

Geography and History of England .

English Poets, (Shakspeare, &c.)

Drawing

Modelling

Natural Philosophy and Astronomy

Mechanics

Structure and Functions of the Human Body

Chemistry

Physical Geography v .,

On the Microscope (an Occasional Course)

Algebra t ,

Geometry .

Trigonometry

English Grammar

Structure and Derivation of English Words ..

French

Latin

Greek

English (for Foreigners)

Aggregate number attending Classes..

1st

Term.

4

9

12

33

14

6

3

46

21

42

2d
Term.

5

4

4

8

40

145

27

11.

26

4

40

29

3d
Term.

155

12

3

8

17

43

24

25

20

1

42

20

4th
Term.

158

10

13

48

15

32

8

22

16

13

23

7

35

26

5th
Term.

174

15

5

17

16

48

6

10

7

25

18

5

35

7

83

43

4

233

The Bible-class held on Sunday evenings being open to

all students without fee, no record is kept of its numbers,

but it has been among the most numerously attended.

The class on Physiology was suspended in consequence

of the severe illness and subsequent death of the teacher

;

it will be resumed after Christmas. Those on Mechanics

and Natural Philosophy have been temporarily discon-

tinued for special reasons. No classes have been more

successful than those on Drawing ; in none has the pro-

gress of the pupils been more marked. The neighbourhood



of Mr. Hullah's classes has induced us hitherto to abstain

from Musical instruction ; but this is an obvious defect in

our scheme, which we hope soon to remedy. Classes of an

occasional kind, and for shorter periods, were conducted

during the long Vacation : in some of these the more

advanced students were the teachers.

The subjoined table is a classification of the students

of the College, according to their various trades and em-

ployments. The reader will perceive, if he examines

it, that though nearly a fourth of the College consists

of clerks and accountants, fully three-fourths are actual

handicraftsmen. We do not in the least regret the

exceptions to this rule ; we do not even wish that they

should be less numerous. One main object of the Col-

lege is to unite men of different classes in the same

studies. That end is chiefly promoted by the fellowship of

teachers and learners ; but the mixture of persons in

our classes, whose different occupations might otherwise

keep them apart, is evidently very favourable to it.

OCCUPATIONS OF STUDENTS.

Operatives—Building trades (Carpenters, &c.) 18

— Cabinet Makers, Upholsterers, Pianoforte

Makers, Gilders, Frame Makers, Decorators 14

— Jewellers, Goldsmiths, Watch and Clock

Makers, Opticians, Instrument Makers . . 12

— Draughtsmen, Lithographers, Map Engravers 6

— Modellers, Designers, Wire Workers .... 6

— Engineers, Machinists 8

— Wood Turners, Wood Engravers 3

— Printers, Compositors, Bookbinders\ ... 14

— Bootmakers, Tailors % t . . 10

— Miscellaneous 10

Clerks %. . . 53

— 154

1
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Tradesmen, Tradesmen's Assistants, and Warehousemen ... 36

Professional Men 17

Schoolmasters, Teachers 8

Sundry Occupations 18

Total 233

A few words will explain our financial affairs. From

the Cash Account, an abstract of which is given on page 7,

it appears that our College, though entirely out of debt,

is far from being at present self-supporting. The pay-

ments for students are only equal to the half of our current

expenditure. It would be quite otherwise if our rooms,

which we use only during the evenings, could be turned

to account for other educational purposes during the day.

We are not without hopes that both our usefulness and our

income may be increased hereafter in this way. For the

present, we must depend to a great degree, as we have

hitherto done, upon the help of friends, who think that

the experiment is one which was worthy to be made, and

that it has not altogether failed in our hands.

Our great desire was to set on foot a movement which

we were sure would not stop with us. Cambridge has

already commenced an Institution for Working Men under

the best possible auspices ; 170 students have entered the

different classes. It is expected that next term a similar

institution will be opened in Oxford; more than 120

students have put down their names for classes. Sheffield

anticipated our design by its " People's College.' ' We may

fairly expect that each of the other manufacturing «and

commercial towns of England will have its College, and

that our small doings will be very soon eclipsed by theirs.

There is room, also, for a number of such Colleges in

London. If they like to work with us, we believe a plan
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may be contrived which would make them and lis stronger
;

if not, they can at least benefit by our experience.

Partly with a view to such results, and partly for the

sake of our own members, we have adopted the arrange-

ments respecting the giving of certificates in particular

classes, the examination of Associates, and the ultimate

selection of Fellows, a statement of which will be found

in our programme.

One Certificate of Competency, in Algebra, has already

been obtained at the earliest time possible by our regula-

tions,-—the end of the fourth Term.

(Signed) for the Council of Teachers,

F. D. MAURICE,

31, Ked Lion Square,

Christmas, 1855-
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LIST OF DONATIONS

RECEIVED UP TO CHRISTMAS, 1855.

£ s. d.

Thds. Acland, Esq. . . . 5

Anonymous 1 10

W. D. Arnold, Esq. . . . 5

Rev. Henry Back . . . 5

10

Mr. John Bates .... 5

5

Chas. Buxton, Esq. (2 dons.) 21

John Campbell, Esq. . . 5

Hon. Win. Cowper, m.p. . 20

A Friend, by the Rev.

Henry Back .... 5

J. Grant Duff, Esq. (2 dons.) 3 12

William Dunn, Esq. . \ 1 1

5

1

G. F. Furnivall, Esq. . . 2 18 6

Viscount Goderich, m.p. . 25

Miss A. Gurney .... 1

The late Archdeacon Hare 5

20

J. Tindal Harris, Esq. . . 5

Rev. J. Kinder .... 1

John Lewis, Esq 1

5

C. B. Locock, Esq. . . . 1

£ s. d.

W. S. Lucas, Esq. ... 3

Mrs. W. Ludlow .... 5

Godfrey Lushington, Esq. 2

Vernon Lushington, Esq.

(2 dons.) 4

Produce of Lectures, &c.by

Rev. F. D. Maurice . . S7 14

A Legacy, by ditto . 100

Anonymous, by ditto .10

A Lady, by ditto ... 2

Lord Robert Montagu ..500
E. VanSittart Neale, Esq. 10
J. Paine, Esq 5

J. W. Parker, Esq. jun. .2 2

C. H. Pearson, Esq. ... 5

W. Powell, Esq 20

Mrs. Robinson .... 2 2

Dr. Skey 11
Rev. W. B. Smith ... 17

J. F. Stephen, Esq. ... 1 10

A. A. VanSittart, Esq. ..550
John Westlake, Esq. ..200
Conrad Wilkinson, Esq. .105

James Wilson, Esq. ... 5

Hon. Miss Wynne ... 3 3

N.B.—The Council of Teachers also beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the

receipt of numerous presents of books for the College Library.


